
Financial abuse is the most commonly reported
form of abuse of older people in Queensland. 

Financial abuse can take many forms. Sometimes,
the person causing the abuse may not even
recognise that their actions or behaviours are abuse. 

supporting seniors

any situation where someone that you
trust; such as a partner, family, friend

or paid caregiver; takes away your
access to money, manipulates your

financial decisions, or uses your money
or assets without your consent. 

What is financial abuse?

financial abuse is...



By knowing what financial abuse looks like,
you are in a better position to recognise if it
is happening to you. You can also take
simple steps to protect yourself. 

why is this important?

If you have concerns that you, or someone you know,
may be experiencing abuse, call Relationships Australia
Queensland on 1300 063 232

For more information about elder abuse and what type
of support is available, visit www.raq.org.au

how do I know if it's abuse?

Learn more about your financial situation, and plan for
your future with independent and professional advice. 
Stay connected with people you trust, and don't be
afraid to talk about any concerns you have. 

what can I do?

Here are some of the common signs of financial abuse:

You are coerced to loan money or change your legal arrangements

Someone threatens or punishes you for how you spend your money

Your money is used or your assets sold without your consent

Your bank account details or financial statements are kept from you

Money goes missing from your bank account, or you have
unexplained transactions

Your signature is used by someone else on legal documents

Someone you live with refuses to contribute to shared living costs

Your are forced to sign documents you don't understand

Someone takes out a loan, credit card or bank account in your name

Money that you have lent someone is not being repaid

Acknowledgement: the content within this fact sheet has been
reproduced in part from the website Compass: Guiding Action
on Elder Abuse, an initiative of Elder Abuse Action Australia,
available at www.compass.info


