
It’s not uncommon for an older person
to find themselves sharing their home
with a loved one. 
 
While these arrangements are often
temporary and work out well for all
parties, there are many instances where
disagreements about shared living
arrangements lead to conflict,
relationship breakdown and even abuse. 

You may agree to have an adult child,
relative or friend move into your house. 
 
If you do decide to let your someone
live with you it’s important that you are
both clear about how this will work so
that there won’t be any
misunderstandings down the track. 
 
It is a good idea to have a written
agreement that you both sign and date. 
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How long will they stay with you?
 
Will they pay you money? If so,
when and how?
 
Will they contribute to househould
bills? If so, which bills?
 
Do they need to pay a bond to
cover any costs for cleaning or
repairs when they move out?
 
Will you provide any domestic
services or will they be responsible
for their own laundry and meals?

Can they have friends or partners
visit and stay overnight?
 
If it's a rental property, will their
name go on the lease?
 
Will they be required to share in
cleaning and upkeep of the home?
 
Can they drink or smoke in the
home?
 
If you decide the agreement isn't
working out, how much notice will
you give them to leave?

If you have concerns that you, or someone you know,
may be experiencing abuse, call Relationships Australia
Queensland on 1300 063 232
 
For more information about elder abuse and what type
of support is available, visit www.raq.org.au

It is your home, so you have a right to say
who lives there. Even if you invited
someone into your home, you have a right
to change your mind if the arrangements
don't suit, they put you at risk, or are a
financial burden on you—even if this person
is a loved one. 

why is this important?

when setting up an agreement about shared living

arrangements, make sure it covers...

Learn more about your financial situation, and plan for
your future with independent and professional advice. 
Stay connected with people you trust, and don't be
afraid to talk about any concerns you have. 

what can I do?

Acknowledgement: the content within this fact sheet has been
reproduced in part from the website Compass: Guiding Action
on Elder Abuse, an initiative of Elder Abuse Action Australia,
available at www.compass.info


