
A Will is a legal document that sets
out who you want to receive your
assets after you die. It is an
important way of making sure your
assets will be given away according
to your wishes. 

A common form of financial abuse
is pressuring an older person to
change their Will. 

supporting seniors

Keeping an updated Will

This often comes from 'inheritance
impatience', where adult children feel
a sense of entitlement to their
parent's assets. 

Below are a few strategies you can use
to ensure your Will is up-to-date and
reflects your wishes. 



Engage a solicitor you know and
trust to discuss your Will

Keep it updated regularly as your
wishes and assets change 

Do not make any changes that
you do not feel comfortable
with 

You do not need to make
changes because your loved
ones ask you to

Making changes to your Will to
satisfy one person may cause
conflict with others

Do not make changes when
you are feeling unwell or are
taking strong medications

Do not say things to your
solicitor that you are told to
say by others

Make sure you are present at
all appointments discussing
your Will, estate or money

Remember that your Will is
about your wishes for your
legacy

If you have concerns that you, or someone you know,
may be experiencing abuse, call Relationships Australia
Queensland on 1300 063 232

For more information about elder abuse and what type
of support is available, visit www.raq.org.au

Having an updated Will ensures your wishes will be
followed after you die. It can also help to prevent
disagreements and conflict amongst your loved ones
about how your estate should be settled.  

Seeking independent advice and making your own
decisions when updating your Will can help to ensure you
are not at risk of coercion, which is a form of abuse. 

why is this important?

consider these things before

changing your Will...

Learn more about your financial situation,
and plan for your future with independent
and professional advice. 

Stay connected with people you trust, and
don't be afraid to talk about any concerns
you have. 

what can I do?

Acknowledgement: the content within this fact sheet has been
reproduced in part from the website Compass: Guiding Action
on Elder Abuse, an initiative of Elder Abuse Action Australia,
available at www.compass.info


