
When you grant someone powers of
attorney, the person you nominate
can make decisions on your behalf,
which will have the same legal effect
as if you'd made them yourself.

supporting seniors

Deciding on powers
of attorney
 

Therefore, it is important you choose
the right person when you are
granting powers of attorney.
 
This fact sheet contains a range of
things you should consider. 

You need to choose someone you
trust to stand in your place and make
the decision you would make for
yourself if you had capacity
 
Choose someone unlikely to pre-
decease you, and who will be willing,
able and available at the time a
decision may need to be made
 
You can review your choice every year
 
You can appoint more than one
attorney

You can choose for an attorney(s) to
have the power to make decisions
about financial matters (such as paying
bills), and/or personal and health
matters if you lose the capacity to do so
 
You can limit the power to cover only
specific matters, and you can choose
when the powers start
 
For a financial attorney, that person
should be someone who is responsible
with their own money and understands
financial matters



If you have concerns that you, or someone you know,
may be experiencing abuse, call Relationships Australia
Queensland on 1300 063 232
 
For more information about elder abuse and what type
of support is available, visit www.raq.org.au

A power of attorney is an important legal document.
By appointing someone to be your financial attorney,
withdrawals of your money or transfers of your
property by that person may be lawful.
 
As such, it's important to determine who is the right
person to act as your financial attorney.

why is this important?

Learn more about your financial situation,
and plan for your future with independent
and professional advice. 
 
Stay connected with people you trust, and
don't be afraid to talk about any concerns
you have. 

what can I do?

Acknowledgement: the content within this fact sheet has been
reproduced in part from the website Compass: Guiding Action
on Elder Abuse, an initiative of Elder Abuse Action Australia,
available at www.compass.info

did you know?

You can choose to appoint the
Public Trustee to be your
financial attorney, ensuring
decisions are impartial and in
your best interests. 


